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Lawrentians Attend Yale Model 
UN Conference

Tiffany yeung ’22 
& nichole Jin ‘24 
news associaTes

Lawrenceville’s Model UN Team. 

Lawrenceville Buildings 
Featured and Awarded

Lawrenceville’s Gruss Center 
for Art and Design (GCAD) and 
Abbott Dining Hall (Abbott) were 
recently honored with prestigious 
architectural awards. GCAD, de-
signed by the Boston-based Sasaki 
firm, was featured in the Architec-
tural Record’s recent January issue, 
and Abbott, designed by Voith and 
Mactavish Architects LLP, won the 
2020 Institute of Classical Archi-
tecture and Art’s (ICAA) Stanford 
White Award in December. Ar-
chitectural Record is an American 
monthly magazine dedicated to 
architecture and interior design, 
and the ICAA’s annual Stanford 
White Awards recognizes projects 
in architecture, interiors, landscape, 
urbanism, and building artisanship 
in New York, New Jersey, and Con-
necticut.

When asked about the School’s 
feature in Architectural Record, 
Lawrenceville’s Head of School Ste-
phen Murray H’54 ’55 ’65 ’16 P’16 
’21 said,“ It’s a huge honor. I mean 
it. As far as I understand, it is one 
of the premier architectural digests 
or recognitions to be featured...It’s 
also great for Lawrenceville to have 
a building that is recognized that 
way.” 

Murray also added that his fa-
vorite part of GCAD is its “beauti-
ful” design. “When you walk past a 
traditional building, you don’t know 
what is going on inside...However, 
when you walk past GCAD, you 
know exactly what is going on. Stu-
dents are in the workshop [or] they 
are on the laser cutter. The elements 
of the design really contribute to-
ward the theme of the building, and 
I think that got the attention of the 
Architectural Record,” he said.

In contrast to GCAD, Murray 
believes that Abbott has a much 
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more different feel to it. “Abbott is 
all about honoring tradition. It’s all 
about honoring other iconic build-
ings on campus,” Murray said. Ac-
cording to Murray, the brickwork, 
windows, and wooden trusses of 
Abbott are a reference to several 
other buildings on campus, includ-
ing the Chapel and Upper House 
to promote unity in the architecture 
throughout the School. 

Since it was constructed in 1962, 
Murray explained how Abbott has 
become “a place that honors the 
coming together to have meals and 
draw people together.” During the 
hybrid Fall Term, it continued to be 
a place that V Formers could gather. 
“It’s evolved into a place where stu-
dents have gathered between meal 
times to study and spend time to-
gether, and it’s a very uplifting place 
to be [in],” Murray said.

He commented that the School 
is “deeply honored, along with our 
partners at Voith & Mactavish, to 
receive this award. A lot of thought 
went into what would not only make 
this building beautiful, but also what 
would make it Lawrenceville.”

Looking towards the future, 
Murray offered his aspirations for 
the new Tsai Field House: “The 
premise of that design was to bring 
dining and fitness and wellness all 
together in a building that would 
pull us together...The Tsai Field 
House really anchors that part of 
campus and pulls us all together 
with dining and fitness and well-
ness.” With its elite athletic facility 
and a welcoming community space, 
“inclusivity is really at the heart 
of the design,” explained Murray. 
Through the upcoming construc-
tion of the Tsai Field House, Mur-
ray hopes to continue modernizing 
Lawrenceville’s campus while pre-
serving the rich legacy of the insti-
tution “in a way that honors school 
history.”

From January 21 to 24, 11 
members of Lawrenceville’s Model 
UN team attended the annual Yale 
Model UN Conference (YMUN). 
Participants included MUN Club 
Presidents Jack Hallinan ’21 and 
Avigna Ramachandran ’21, as well 
as Chris Crane ’21, Christopher 
Pandapas ’21, Summer Qureshi ’22, 
Ayan Schwartzenberg ’22, and III 
Formers Emily Hammond, Emma 
Kim, George McCain, Aiden Rourke, 
and Sean Wu. Qureshi received an 
Outstanding Delegate honor, and 
Schwartzenberg and McCain re-
ceived Honorable Mentions. 

Every year, members of the 
Lawrenceville Model UN club 
have the opportunity to participate 
in YMUN. According to the Yale 
International Relations Associa-
tion, YMUN brings together over 
1,800 delegates from 40 different 
countries. The website notes that 
the conference’s goal is to “create a 
dynamic and engaging committee 
experience for delegates of all skill 
levels” and to “leave delegates with 
a greater awareness of global issues.” 
YMUN features a variety of differ-
ent committees based on region and 
specialization, such as the United 
Nations Human Rights Council and 
the Association of South East Asian 
Nations. Delegates are randomly as-
signed to a committee in which they 
represent their country’s stance on 
that particular issue or area of focus. 

 W hile  in  a  t ypica l  year 
Lawrenceville students would miss a 
few days of class to visit New Haven to 
attend the conference, this time, they 
were able to attend this year’s event 
fully virtually without having to miss 
school. Nevertheless, participants are 

able to get a lot out of both virtual 
and in-person conferences. On being 
able to attend YMUN in-person, 
Ramachandran reflected, “It really is 
[a] super exhilarating and...engaging 
experience when you’re in person be-
cause you get to talk to people face to 
face. For her, being able to “stand up 
in front of a room and speak” while 
also “us[ing] more body language” in 
giving her speeches allowed her to 
“really connect with people.” 

While the “tangible energy that 
comes with Model UN obviously 
wasn’t there in a virtual format,” Ram-
achandran thought that the organiz-
ers of YMUN still “did a great job.” 

Similarly, although Hallinan was 
initially disappointed that the team 
could not travel to New Haven, as 
he “always thought of Model UN as 
being very much a physical experi-
ence,” he thought that the virtual 
format “carried over better than [he] 
was expecting.” 

In fact, Ramachandran said that 
there were certain parts of Model UN 
that were actually made more efficient 
and streamlined because of the virtual 
format. “On Zoom, all you have to do 
is click on the person to send them a 
message. I did think that was a little 
easier, and you can reach out to more 
people,” she said. 

Likewise, Hallinan said, “Virtually, 
the most exciting thing is that [the 
conference is] moving constantly, it’s 
so fast-paced and forces you to stay 
on your toes.” 

As a result of the campus safety 
precautions from the pandemic, the 
Model UN club held all their meetings 
and preparations for the conference 
online. Similar to in-person meetings, 
Hallinan and Ramachandran would 
have their team send in their position 
papers for review and editing. They 
would also host “boot camps”’ for 

participants to read their opening 
speeches and ask any questions they 
may have. 

Nevertheless, the team initially 
had trouble transitioning platforms. 
Reflecting on the past term of virtual 
Model UN meetings, Ramachandran 
noted that shifting online “definitely 
was an adjustment,” as speaking in 
front of a computer was very dif-
ferent from the full experience of 
“speaking in front of 20 people in 
a Lawrenceville conference room.” 
Despite this major change, Ram-
achandran said that being virtual 
was helpful in “having people come 
to meetings more frequently” and 
creating a more “comfortable space” 
for underclassmen to participate. She 
continued by saying that YMUN be-
ing virtual this year gave more under-
classmen the opportunity to partake 
in the event and “gain exposure early 
on” to the diplomatic and competitive 
nature of Model UN. 

Quereshi reflected, “My commit-
tee chairs told us how the online 
platform actually allowed them to 
accept more students both nation-
ally and internationally...While 
winning Outstanding Delegate...was 
definitely gratifying,...I think I most 
enjoyed learning from the synergy 
and the diverse perspectives each 
delegate brought.”

On the experience of participating 
in a virtual YMUN, Schwartzenberg 
reflected, “I was expecting it to be a 
debacle filled with technical failures, 
especially being in a different time 
zone, but overall the conference went 
quite smoothly. My committee of 
about 80 people was collaborating 
effectively with some of the strongest 
delegates I’ve seen in my MUN ex-
perience thus far...It was an amazing 
experience that was absolutely worth 
sacrificing my sleep for.”
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The fate of a lighthearted vid-
eo-sharing app marketed 
towards teens could pose di-

sastrous consequences for America’s 
future. Even after a December 7, 2020 
ruling preventing a TikTok ban, the 
Trump administration persisted in 
its effort to stop TikTok downloads, 
citing as its motive a national secu-
rity risk due to Chinese ownership. 
The new Biden Administration has 
recently vowed to hold China “ac-
countable” with respect to TikTok. 
TikTok claims it stores U.S. data 
outside of China, but Trump fears 
Chinese-owned ByteDance could be 
forced to hand over U.S. data. Chinese 
President Xi Jinping has increased 
state power with data harvesting and 
facial recognition technology, and his 
recent forcible scuttling of Jack Ma’s 
Ant Group IPO shows his willingness 
to exert his control over Chinese com-
panies. 135 million Americans have 
downloaded TikTok, leading Sena-
tor Josh Hawley to call it a “Trojan 
horse on people’s phones.” If Trump 
and Hawley’s concerns are valid, then 
TikTok could pose a genuine threat to 
American security. 

Yet Trump’s desire to ban TikTok 
likely did not stem entirely from security 

The Capitol riot on January 6 
left many of us contemplat-
ing the state of our country. 

The riot urged us to rethink the role 
of the presidency, the importance of 
honoring our democratic process, and 
the grave consequences of spreading 
misinformation. In such a moment of 
national reckoning, we naturally try to 
find answers that elucidate how such 
violence developed. However, we must 
be cautious of where we place blame 
and whom we hold responsible. In light 
of recent events, particularly last week’s 
editorial, we have noticed that the rhet-
oric blurring the lines across conserva-
tism, Trumpism, and white national-
ism—three distinct ideas—has become 
increasingly prevalent at Lawrenceville. 
Our ultimate duty as Lawrentians is to 
always seek objective truth, meaning we 
must challenge ready-made assump-
tions and avoid generalizations.

On a national scale, we must note 
how the Capitol rioters were deceived 
in their efforts to “stop the steal,” as 
misinformation fueled a wrong view 
of electoral fraud. For example, sup-
porters who cite the conspiracy of 
5,000 dead people voting in Georgia, 
a pivotal swing state, were quick to 
accept Trump’s false assertions, often 
appealing to his authority rather than 
objectively evaluating the basis of his 
claim. Georgia’s Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger, a Republican, refuted 
Trump’s claims by explaining that, af-
ter three separate ballot counts, most 
alleged “dead” ballots came from voters 
with similar names to deceased citizens 
and only two such ballots were illegally 
cast in this manner. The rioters chose to 
pursue a falsity above the truth, justify-
ing the riot at the Capitol with baseless 
claims and wishful thinking. 

Last week’s editorial claimed that 
Trumpism is a “modern mixture of 
populism and white supremacy;” how-
ever, such an assertion implies that 
all Americans who voted for Trump 
embrace white supremacy. Conflat-

ing Trumpism with white supremacy 
implies that voting for him and being 
Jewish, Latinx, or Black, are mutu-
ally exclusive, which is evidently not 
the case given that people from these 
groups did support him. Nevertheless, 
we must also recognize that the defini-
tion of the word white supremacy has 
long been a topic of debate. But regard-
less of Trump’s personal views on white 
nationalism, we cannot assume that his 
voters share his values so we cannot 
label Trumpism as an ideology rooted 
in white supremacy. If we only look at 
complex topics without acknowledging 
their inherent complexity, we not only 
fail to pursue the whole truth of the 
forces behind the riots but also present 
a skewed view of how they connect to 
the rest of the nation as a whole.

Secondly, by making claims that ex-
clusively suggest Republican over-po-
licing of Black neighborhoods, last 
week’s editorial presents a narrow per-
spective on policing and criminal jus-
tice history. The editorial mentions that 
“dog-whistle politics of cleaning up 
neighborhoods, being tough on crime, 
waging a war on drugs (by attacking 
drug users), and making America great 
again overtook the nation,” but crucial 
details regarding the largely bipartisan 
support of these policies were omitted. 
For example, Joe Biden and congres-
sional Democrats actually largely con-
tributed to the 1994 federal crime bill 
that accelerated mass incarceration and 
battered communities of color. Biden’s 
involvement does not make him un-
sympathetic to the needs of these com-
munities—he clearly is not—yet many 
could and did accuse him of being just 
that because of his position on this is-
sue. Thus, a double standard should not 
apply to Republicans because doing 
so uses hindsight to diminish a com-
plex policy debate into obvious rights 
and wrongs. Contrary to popular be-
lief, the bill was also not an appeal to 
fearful white voters because it received 
the support from more than two-thirds 

concerns. TikTok symbolizes the threat 
of the Chinese government, not only to 
free society but to American Internet 
dominance. The Internet is currently, for 
better or worse, dominated by American 
companies. TikTok is the first Chinese 
company to enter the American markets 
and therefore the global consciousness to 
the extent of Alphabet, Face-
book, or Amazon. The 
app has surpassed 
two billion 
downloads, be-
coming a glob-
al craze. Part of 
the vehement 
opposition to-
wards TikTok 
stems from 
the Chinese 
government ’s 
many human 
rights abuses, 
but part may 
come from 
fear of China’s 
economic rise. If 
China becomes more of a techno-
logical powerhouse, it could gain diplo-
matic clout to challenge ours. 

As Biden prepares to address the Tik-
Tok situation, he must recognize that the 
Trump administration changed China 
from a morally troublesome partner to 
an outright enemy of American ideals. 

of the Congressional Black Caucus 
(CBC), as well as other black leaders at 
Capitol Hill, so labelling it as one fails 
to acknowledge the nuances of a highly 
contentious topic. 

Moreover, the editorial’s assertion 
that conservative ideas challenging 
policies like affirmative action reject 
“Dr. King’s Dream” is a mischaracteri-
zation of King’s values. King stood for 
equality before the law for all Ameri-
cans. Policies like affirmative action 
only served as a means to achieve this 
goal—they were never absolute. The 
editorial portrays King’s legacy as one 
that only favors present-day leftism and 
condemns conservatism. While many 
support affirmative action because they 
believe it brings equity to individuals of 
color, many also do not. For example, 
conservative economist Thomas Sow-
ell opposes affirmative action because 
he believes the policy mismatches stu-
dents of color with colleges where they 
typically have lower chances of success. 
Both liberals and conservatives alike 
can uphold King’s principles, but some 
just approach social justice through dif-
ferent ways. Generalizing differences in 
civil rights policies only perpetuates a 
narrow point of view of King’s vision.

We cannot distill important topics 
and conversations, especially ones that 
concern our democracy, to perspec-
tives only within our echo chambers. 
Seeking truth means to grapple with 
nuances, especially with regard to our 
word choice.  At Lawrenceville, we 
often throw around words like “white 
supremacy” and “conservatism”, lump-
ing many associated with the right into 
one pile without carefully parsing out 
the distinctions between these phras-
es. There are undoubtedly radicals like 
the Capitol rioters who do represent 
the first label, but these words cannot 
and should not be applied universally. 
Doing so will only skew our pursuit of 
truth and cloud our understanding of 
our democratic and political systems.

-EM, IL, GG, JH

A 2019 Pew Research center found that 
60 percent of Americans have an unfa-
vorable opinion of China, up from 47 
percent in 2018. A decade ago, before 
escalating tensions, TikTok’s story might 
have been viewed completely differently. 
Zhang Yiming, TikTok’s founder, exem-
plifies America’s idea of an entrepreneur. 

Zhang was born to a nurse and a librarian 
in Longyan, a little-known town in Chi-
na’s Fujian province. He grew up during 
China’s capitalist revolution, and Fujian 
was one of the first provinces to open 

to the world. He went on to develop 
apps and search engines, and developed 
TikTok in 2017 as an accessible way to 
share videos. After its billion-dollar ac-
quisition of Musical.ly, TikTok gained a 
sizable American user base and went on 
to become one of the world’s most pop-
ular apps. Just a few years ago, Jack Ma, 

another Chinese tech mogul, 
was lauded during Al-
ibaba’s 2014 listing on 
the New York Stock 
Exchange. In con-
trast, now, as tensions 
escalate between 
China and America, 
Zhang earns flatter-
ing nicknames like 
“China’s mouth-
piece.”

At the same 
time, Xi Jinping’s 
authoritarianism 
shattered the 
boundaries that 
flimsily separated 

Chinese businesses 
from their govern-

ments’ human rights abuses. Though 
Zhang insists he would never comply 
with a request to turn over information, 
it’s only natural to wonder what stops a 
government that tortures Uyghurs and 
dissidents from forcing Zhang to com-
ply. Xi’s vision of a high tech surveillance 

state alienates many in democratic coun-
tries, causing panic in American compa-
nies with Chinese ties and in Chinese 
companies trying to expand their holds 
on American markets. His expanding 
authoritarianism hurts China’s own en-
trepreneurs, and if China is to continue 
its historic rise, it must gain a foothold 
in the digital market. If Xi’s authoritari-
anism thwarts TikTok’s rise, it could also 
thwart China’s hopes of expanding its 
technology sector and gaining economic 
power. 

In an age of machine learning and 
Big Data, the way we deal with TikTok 
sets an important precedent. To what 
extent can we preserve American ideals 
of personal liberties and freedom with-
out compromising national security? The 
blanket banning of TikTok would mirror 
China’s bans on American social media.  
Are we prepared to combat authoritar-
ianism by using authoritarian methods? 
Should we respond as China would, or 
should we forge a different path? Only 
individual users are risking their own 
data in using TikTok. The American 
government, in blocking TikTok, decides 
that the state determines how much of 
the Internet we can use, even when it 
doesn’t infringe on anybody else’s rights. 
Bizarrely enough, a dancing and come-
dy app targeted towards teens will set an 
important precedent for the free world in 
the digital age.

Photo of the Week: Grayson Miller ’21

Philosophy Corner: Dissecting the War on TikTok
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biomass.
Moreover, a CCS-renewable synthesis 

is financially and politically viable. CCS 
is necessary in our transition into renew-
able and clean energy generation as it can 
lower the cost of the process. Accord-
ing to the International Energy Agency 
(IEA), “without CCS, the transforma-
tion of the power sector will be at least 
[$3.5 trillion] more expensive.” In addi-
tion, there is bipartisan support for CCS 
development in the US, as exemplified by 
the passing of S. 383, the Utilizing Signif-
icant Emissions with Innovative Tech-
nologies (USE IT) Act in July last year. 
Furthermore, CCS is already currently 
used in many heavy industries such as 
cement manufacturing, preventing large 
amounts of emissions from entering the 
atmosphere each year. Hence, not only do 
we have experience in using this technol-
ogy, but it is also extremely practical when 
applied to the proper situations. As the 
government inputs more resources into 
researching more efficient carbon capture 
technologies, CCS, especially BECCS, 
will become increasingly cost effective 
and can be deployed at a large scale.

At the end of the day, governments 
around the world must set more ambi-
tious climate policies in place and more 
rigorously enforce them for us to limit 
the global temperature rise to under 2°C. 
Since there are limitations to both renew-
able energies and CCS, by combining the 
two in optimizing energy generation, 
we will make a difference in our combat 
against the changing climate.

I n his first week in office, President 
Biden has begun to implement new 
climate policies such as rejoining 

the Paris Climate Accord. According to 
Marco Tedesco, a professor at Columbia 
University, Biden’s plan could “reduce 
global warming by about 0.1°C,” which 
is a huge step forward. Part of Biden’s 
plan is to develop various types of green 
technologies including carbon capture 
and storage (CCS).

While renewable energy sources are ef-
fective strategies in lowering greenhouse 
gas emissions, they alone may not be 
adequate to limit the rise in global tem-
peratures given the scale of the transition 
between fossil fuels and green energy. The 
CCS technology that the Biden admin-
istration is investing in is a key emerging 
player that must work alongside renew-
ables in our fight against climate change. 

CCS, put in the simplest terms, works 
to prevent carbon dioxide from enter-
ing the atmosphere by capturing it and 
storing it in, most commonly, geologic 
formations underground. CCS is an ef-
fective means of offsetting carbon emis-
sions. However, it is also a controversial 
technology; opponents point to the fact 
that CCS is very limited in scale, with 
under 20 CCS projects worldwide. CCS 
is also being used by fossil fuel companies 
as a justification to continue to expand 
fossil fuel usage. They frame CCS as the 
“solution” to balancing between fossil 
fuel use and limiting carbon emissions, 

even though the use of CCS at fossil 
fuel powered plants alone will not be 
sufficient in addressing our envi-
ronmental challenges. Fossil fuels 
must eventually be completely 
phased out to  solve the climate 
and environmental crises, 
and CCS is certainly not 
an excuse for fossil fuel 
use nor a replacement 
of renewable and clean 
energy sources. Thus, 
policy makers must be 
mindful of how CCS 
may be manipulated 
for the benefit of fos-
sil fuel businesses. In 
order to prevent CCS 
from being character-
ized as a lifeline for fossil 
fuels instead of a key asset 
in the effective transition to 
green energy, we should fund 
renewable energy research 
alongside CCS, install the technology to 
existing fossil fuel plants to avoid building 
new ones, and remove federal subsidies 
for oil and gas. 

The most effective way of curtail-
ing emissions is not emitting in the first 
place, which can be achieved through 
renewables. However, there are various 
practical limitations to climate policies 
that focus solely on renewable energies. It 
is highly unlikely that fossil fuel compa-
nies would be willing to phase out fossil 
fuels in a very short time. The heavy in-
fluence of fossil fuel businesses in politics 

also makes it very challenging for politi-
cians and lawmakers to eradicate fossil 
fuels and implement renewable energies 
at a rate and scale sufficient to address cli-
mate change. According to current esti-
mates, it is very unlikely that we can limit 
the average global temperature rise to a 
sufficient degree with the current trend 
of climate policies. Finally, solar and wind 
energy, the two most used renewable en-
ergies, are intermittent in nature, and coal 
or other fossil fuels are used to balance 

We’re in a national emer-
gency. We need to act like 
we’re in a national emer-

gency. So we’ve got to move with ev-
erything we’ve got.” Since entering of-
fice on January 20, President Joe Biden 
has already signed more than 30 execu-
tive orders—federal directives issued by 
the President of the United States—
that address a wide variety of issues 
including Covid-19, reconnecting with 
the global community, and racial equity. 
Biden’s decision to use executive orders 
instead of passing legislation through 
Congress alone is indicative of steps in 
the right direction. Whereas the latter 
can take weeks, executive orders can 
be put into effect almost immediately, 
if not challenged at the courts. How-
ever, although these executive orders 
offer quick fixes to the pressing issues 
and are certainly a step in the right di-
rection, they aren’t enough. In order to 
begin to chip away at challenges like 
Covid-19, U.S. international relations, 
and systemic racism, more long-term 
action (potentially achieved by working 
with Congress) must be taken.

Biden signed 14 executive orders in 
two days, more than the eight Trump 
signed in the entirety of 2020. They 
include allocating more government 
funds to testing and vaccines, mandat-
ing mask-wearing on federal property 
and public transportation, and working 
with the Department of Education to 
devise reopening guidelines for schools. 
These policies that Biden has signed so 
far are crucial to limiting the spread of 
the virus over the first 100 days of his 
presidency, but it is imperative that he 

begins considering longer term solu-
tions. 

For instance, instead of waiting to 
receive Republican support for his $1.9 
trillion Covid-19 relief bill, he must 
push through with it. It may jeopar-
dize the idea of a united front, but by 
using budget reconciliation, the Biden 
administration can avoid a filibuster 
(which threatens to drag out the pro-
cess) and provide immediate economic 
aid to Americans who need it. Every 
day spent playing politics is another day 
that thousands of Americans struggle 
to feed their families. After that is com-
plete, he must turn towards creating 
a plan to assist Americans 
facing financial difficul-
ties that goes beyond 
a one-time stimulus 
check. A possible so-
lution could be to 
create a new New 
Deal, where the 
government 
hires workers 
to develop 
p u b l i c 
t r a n -
sit and 
infrastructure, as 
Franklin D. Roosevelt did in 
the aftermath of the Great Depres-
sion. Whatever it may be, it is essential 
that Biden considers more sustainable 
methods of addressing the economic 
repercussions of the Covid-19 crisis.

Though Biden’s executive orders 
have also brought America back into 
numerous international organizations, 
they have not created a long-term, 
concrete plan for reestablishing global 
cooperation to tackle important issues 
such as climate change or Covid-19. 

For instance, he has resumed support 
for the World Health Organization 
(WHO), which Trump backed out 
of for supposedly being under the 
influence of China. While doing so 
certainly opened up the possibility for 
more international collaboration in 
handling the Covid-19 pandemic, such 
as the manufacturing 
and distribution 
of vaccines, 
there was 
no specific-
ity in how 
America 

would contribute or coordinate 
with other countries. Following a simi-
lar model to his re-joining the Paris 
Climate Agreement is necessary; in 
that case, he specifically stated that he 
would aim for the US to have net-zero 
emissions by 2050.  If he wishes to re-
verse the isolationist nature of Trump’s 
administration, Biden must reconnect 
with foreign leaders to repair strained 
relationships, not just through words, 

but through actions and policies that 
will bolster alliances weakened by 
Trump. Moreover, he must regain the 
faith of the global community, improve 
the efficiency and reach of interna-
tional organizations, and work towards 
reestablishing America’s previously 
respected and powerful role in interna-
tional politics.

Biden’s executive orders have also 
taken steps to solve the most immedi-

ate issues surrounding racial equity, 
but these cannot properly address 

the deeper roots of racial injus-
tice in America. Already, he has 

halted funding for the wall 
bordering Mexico and re-

versed the Trump admin-
istration’s restrictions 

on passport holders 
from seven Muslim 

countries from 
entering the US, 

among many 
others. On 

the domes-
tic level, 

B i d e n 
termi-
n a t e d 

the 1776 
C o m -

mission, Trump’s attempt at rewrit-
ing American history by putting the 
spotlight on American independence 
rather than the history of slavery and 
racism. With these actions, Biden has 
made it clear that his administration 
will not tolerate racism and xenopho-
bia, advancing America’s quest for 
racial justice. However, these efforts 
have not tackled the more important 
issues at hand: the racial tensions and 
inequalities that have only intensified 

with recent events like the death of 
George Floyd and the disproportion-
ate impact the pandemic has had on 
minority groups in America. Working 
against systemic racism requires more 
than a series of quick solutions; rather, 
it necessitates an understanding of how 
racism is ingrained within different 
areas of society (education, healthcare, 
etc.) and work with Congress to pass 
legislation that further minimizes the 
effects of racism. When approaching 
education, for instance, Biden should 
push for education reform and cur-
ricula that more accurately represent 
the darker aspects of American history. 
Instead of simply terminating Trump’s 
1776 Commission, Biden should use 
policy to push for the 1619 project or 
other reforms. The changes might not 
be felt immediately, but a new curricu-
lum could have long-term effects over a 
generation of young Americans.

Biden’s executive orders have cer-
tainly pushed America in the right 
direction in numerous fronts; his 
quick actions have been reassuring to 
a country traumatized by the events 
of the past year. Even so, there is still 
much to be done to reverse the legacy 
of the previous administration and start 
building a new one. While Biden can 
(and should) continue signing execu-
tive orders, he must also begin working 
with Congress to convert the executive 
orders, which are only temporary and 
can easily be overturned by a future 
president, into actual legislation passed 
through Congress. Otherwise, the cur-
rent trends of positive change will re-
main only in the present, and not have a 
significant impact on America’s future. 

it out, lowering the overall effectiveness 
of renewables in lowering emissions. 

Before large scale implementation 
and battery storage challenges 

in renewables can be tackled, 
renewables alone may not 

be enough. Thus, it is 
imperative to be open 
to multiple methods 
and employ various 
mitigation measures 
to tackle the climate 
crisis instead of solely 
investing in renew-
able energies. 
CCS, when com-

bined with renewables, 
is the most practical solu-

tion to our current climate 
crisis. The most promising 

option is bioenergy with CCS 
(BECCS), which has the po-

tential to not only decarbonize 
electricity generation but also lead to 

negative emissions. The photosynthesis of 
biomass takes in carbon dioxide from the 
air, and BECCS captures carbon emis-
sions in the conversion from biomass to 
electricity. The Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) is optimis-
tic about the technology: BECCS “offers 
the prospect of energy supply with large 
scale net negative emissions which plays 
an important role in many low-stabili-
zation scenarios.” Hence, this emerging 
technology is very exciting, as long as we 
address water use and the carbon foot-
print of growing and transporting the 

The Untapped Value of Carbon Capture Technology 
AlistAir lAm ’23

The Case for Action 

Building Back Better: Biden’s Executive Orders

Stephanie Xu ’23/THE LAWRENCE
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Chaput presented his speech on the Dorr Rebellion. 

Helen liu ’22 
OpiniOns AssOciAte

& RicHARd ZHOu ’22
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Winter Term Sports Update

This remote Winter Term marks 
the introduction to Lawrencev-
ille’s first virtual athletic program 
offerings and co-curriculars. De-
spite the challenges, faculty and 
students alike have managed to 
restructure their workout habits to 
adapt to these changes in various 
ways. 

Students currently meet with 
their respective co-curricular 
sports on Tuesdays and Fridays 
over virtual Zoom meetings. 
While practice agendas differ ac-
cording to each sport, most sports 
offer asynchronous and synchro-
nous options to accommodate the 
multiple time zones students live 
in. 

General Fitness Coach Tony 
Rienzo’s synchronous meetings 
begin with a “general check-in or 
question-answer session to make 
sure everyone’s on the same page 
for the program.” According to 
Rienzo, “The group then does 
a group stretch, a body weight 
workout, or even just a discussion 
about nutrition and health.” For 
the asynchronous sessions, stu-
dents are required to log a mini-
mum of two workouts per week on 
TeamBuildr, a tracker app with a 
dedicated workout plan for Law-
rentians.  

Rienzo claimed that there have 
been minimal changes to the 
workout culture during remote 
winter, saying, “Whether we’re 
on campus or virtual, we’re always 
modifying workouts anyway be-
cause people always have different 

goals or injuries. Now, we just have 
to get a little more creative.”

“In a sense the athletic experi-
ence is more personalized this 
year,” he said. “One student may 
have very limited space and no 
exercise equipment whatsoever 
and another might have access to 
a gym. We have a lot of different 
workout options available for stu-
dents, and we’ve been able to cre-
ate a specific workout plan for each 
athlete.”

While his coaching style has not 
changed much, Rienzo faces cer-
tain challenges virtually training 
over 120 out of the 160 students 
in General Fitness. “I’ll be toggling 
between five different pages of 
little thumbnails…so it’s virtually 
impossible to check on form to see 
if everyone is doing the workout 
correctly. Also, with so many kids, 
not everyone is going to be able to 
speak during discussions.”

Even though the new athletics 
format has been uncharted territo-
ry for everyone in the Lawrencev-
ille community, Athletic Director 
Tripp Welborne H’58 P’21 hopes 
that athletes and coaches will still 
be able to stay engaged this virtual 
winter. While the circumstances 
aren’t favorable, he emphasized 
how “one of the big things about 
athletics is adaptability, and it’s 
important to be able to adapt to 
the circumstance and make the 
best out of what you have.” 

Welborne also acknowledged 
the difficulties he anticipates for 
the term, including staying moti-
vated while stuck inside. However, 
he also reminded athletes to con-
tinue to work hard. “You get out 
of it what you put into it,” he said. 
Welborne noted some positives 

of the situation, especially how 
the virtual term “give[s] athletes a 
chance to recharge...and also work 
on their individual skills without 
falling behind in other areas.” For 
now, he remains hopeful for an in-
person return this spring.

Since adaptability has been very 
important this year, many athletes 
have been looking for opportuni-
ties to grow and work on them-
selves, even if they have to start 
creating their own workout plans 
or diets. A member of Lawrencev-
ille’s Varsity Indoor and Outdoor 
Track Teams, Manoc Joa-Griffith 
’22 acknowledged some of the 
disadvantages of the term. “While 
track may seem individualistic, 
many people don’t realize how 
much being a part of a team means 
during the season...A big part of it 
is working as a team and growing 
as a team, and I’ll really miss com-
peting and racing alongside [my 
teammates],” he said.

While virtual athletics can be 
challenging, Joa-Griffith still looks 
forward to putting his best foot 
forward: “I’ve really been able to 
analyze and focus on what I can do 
better and reflect on areas where I 
can grow, something I’ve never re-
ally had the time to do before.”

Looking forward to the remain-
der of the Winter Term, Rienzo’s 
ultimate goal is “to hold everyone 
accountable and give everyone 
the opportunity to get something 
done while at home.” “Coach-
ing over a screen is something I 
never thought I would do. In the 
end, winter sports are just a mat-
ter of trying to engage everyone, 
being attentive, and making sure 
everyone is performing what they 
should be doing,” he said. 

HAS Hosts Shuffle for 
Service

This past Thursday, January 28, at 
7:00 PM, the Humanitarian Aid So-
ciety (HAS), Lawrenceville’s umbrel-
la club for community service, hosted 
a Shuffle for Service event. The event, 
a project devoted to showing appre-
ciation toward health workers, al-
lowed students to receive a one-time 
event credit. HAS members Danica 
Bajaj ’21, Annie Katz ’22, and Sne-
ha Kondru ’22 led the event, which 
consisted of having students rotate 
between three breakout rooms either 
to write letters, to create posters, or 
to contribute to a virtual thank-you 
video. Over 70 Lawrentians attended 
the event.

Bajaj described the planning pro-
cess, saying, “Thinking of virtual 
events is pretty difficult. During this 
time, because of [the current] health 
crisis, it made a lot of sense to help…
healthcare workers, who are the least 
appreciated in this situation.” On 
how they selected the format, she 
explained, “We quickly realized we 
didn’t want to do physical letters be-
cause stamps and letters are a bit of 
a hassle. A padlet is more accessible 
and a lot of people can use it.” 

Katz added, “In each room, we had 
music and speed dating questions to 
bring in a more social aspect, which 

we thought was much needed con-
sidering we’re all in isolation right 
now.”

Although the HAS members 
did not design the event with the 
thought of making it into a one-
time event credit, Bajaj was happy 
that they were able to get the event 
approved as one: “Usually, one-time 
events are an hour and a half, but 
since this is compact and a lot is hap-
pening in an hour, we were able to get 
it approved…It’s been a really hard 
year to get a one-time event credit, 
[so] we hope that our event can help 
some students get that credit.” 

Reflecting on the event, Katz said, 
“I want[ed] to make a meaningful 
impact. Healthcare workers are very 
underappreciated and [put] their 
lives on the line every day for our 
community. We just wanted to ex-
press our gratitude. I hope we were 
able to do that and have some fun 
too.” 

Bajaj added, “I hope it’s produc-
tive on two fronts. First, healthcare 
workers deserve to receive the ap-
preciation they deserve. I also think 
service is a good way to reflect what 
you’ve done to help this pandemic 
and to help students appreciate the 
people [who] are helping fight the 
pandemic. It’s been a difficult year 
and gratitude goes a long way.” 

clAiRe JiAng ’24
news AssOciAte

Chaput Explores Dorr’s Rebellion and Legacy 
AutRi BAsu ’23 
news AssOciAte

This past Sunday, January 24, 
History Teacher Dr. Erik Chaput 
H’20 delivered a virtual speech 
about Thomas Wilson Dorr and the 
1842 Dorr Rebellion in an event 
sponsored by the Museum of Work 
and Culture and the Rhode Island 
Historical Society. According to 
Chaput, the rebellion has particular 
historical significance because its 
story was one of the first times “a 
role for the people…as a check on 
the unconstitutional acts of govern-
ment” was introduced.

Chaput opened by introducing 
Dorr’s early life, noting his privi-
leged upbringing attending Phillips 
Exeter Academy, Harvard Univer-
sity, and Columbia Law School. 
Despite his upbringing, however, 
due to his radical views, the elite of 
Providence, Rhode Island viewed 
him as “a sanctimonious, deluded 
demagogue, hellbent on destruc-
tion.” By the spring of 1842, their 
fears had come true: Dorr had been 
elected governor under a new “Peo-
ple’s Constitution,” beginning the 
Dorr Rebellion.

Chaput then continued by ex-
plaining the conditions that sparked 
the rebellion, sharing that Rhode 
Island was still operating on an out-
dated colonial charter from 1663 
that disenfranchised a significant 
majority of the state’s population 
and gave outsized influence to rural 
areas, resulting in widespread dis-

satisfaction.
According to Chaput, “Thomas 

Dorr’s ideology drew directly from 
Rhode Island’s revolutionary histo-
ry.” In fact, when Rhode Island rati-
fied the Constitution, it sent back 18 
Amendments, including one stating 
that “the powers of government may 
be resumed by the people when-
soever it shall become necessary.” 
These ideas emboldened Dorr and 
the Rhode Island Suffrage Asso-
ciation to write their own state con-
stitution that would expand voting 
rights and then hold meetings and 
protests to promote its adoption.

Next, Chaput explained how 
Dorr’s actions culminated in April 
1842 when Rhode Island found 

itself ruled by two governments: 
one led by him claiming legitimacy 
based on his “People’s Constitu-
tion” and another led by Governor 
Samuel Ward King under the colo-
nial charter; Dorr’s proposal was far 
more popular, with one plebiscite 
approving his constitution 14,000 
votes to 52. 

Chaput emphasized that King’s 
government was not ready to give 
up its power. At first, it attempted to 
appeal to the federal government in 
Washington, D.C., but was largely 
ignored. Soon afterwards, it adopted 
the mantle of the “Law and Order 
Party,” and adopted what Chaput 
described as a “draconian statute 
which labelled all supporters of the 

People’s Constitution traitors to the 
state” in the hopes of deterring Dorr 
and his allies.

Tensions continued to rise 
throughout the next month until 
eventually, on the night of May 17, 
1842, Dorr’s “quasi-army” attempt-
ed to take over a military arsenal in 
Providence. According to Chaput, 
at 2:00 AM that morning, “alarm 
bells and the cry of fire awoke 
Providence’s sleepy inhabitants,” 
signaling the beginning of the siege. 
Dorr’s men attempted to use two 
stolen cannons to enter the arsenal 
but failed due to wet fuses. Once ad-
ditional reinforcements were called 
to Providence, Chaput described 
how Dorr was forced to flee the city. 

Dorr returned to Rhode Island 
on October 31, 1843, when he was 
promptly arrested and convicted of 
treason against the state, becoming 
the first person in American his-
tory to have done so. During the 
1844 Presidential Election, however, 
Chaput explained how “his time in 
prison became a rallying cry,” to the 
point where the Democratic ticket 
was described as “Polk, Dallas, 
Dorr,” in reference to the President 
and Vice President. Dorr was finally 
released in 1845, living privately un-
til his death in 1854.

Chaput concluded by reflecting 
on the key lessons of the Dorr Re-
bellion, saying, “In the Dorr Rebel-
lion, you see the legacy of the Amer-
ican Revolution playing out again in 
the Antebellum Period. There were 
hot-button issues of democracy, 
race, gender, and nativism.” These 
all came together in an event that 
showed the power of the people as 
arbiters of the Constitution—soon 
after, in the Spring of 1843, Rhode 
Island adopted a new state consti-
tution that enfranchised the en-
tire natural-born male population, 
including nonwhites, marking the 
success of the rebellion.

On being invited to give this 
talk, Chaput said, “The Rhode Is-
land Historical Society has always 
been very supportive of my work. I 
was absolutely honored when they 
reached out to me to deliver a lec-
ture to [its] members, especially in 
these trying times.”

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Shuffle for Service Event. Danica Bajaj ’21/THE LAWRENCE
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Lauren Zhang ’22 Shares Insights 
on Early Cancer Detection Research

Most high school juniors are busy 
leading clubs and exploring college op-
tions. Neither extracurricular activities 
nor the college process can faze Lau-
ren Zhang ’22, though. The IV For-
mer has spent her high school years 
conducting groundbreaking research 
in biomedical engineering, with the 
goal of developing technology that 
can detect cancer in its earliest stages

Zhang started her work in STEM not 
only because of a love for the field but 
also because of a passion for geometric 
design. She noted that “as [she] grew 
older, she began to incorporate design 
and engineering into the lab,” chang-
ing the molecular geometry of gold.  
In addition to her artistic interests, 
Zhang draws inspiration from read-
ing the news and exploring solutions 
to current issues in the medical field. 

Utilizing her strong foundation in 
chemistry and biology, Zhang entered 
the world of scientific research in her 
freshman year. Since then, Zhang has 
devoted her time to one project: a 
cost-efficient, equitable cancer screen-
ing solution. The best work gets done 
with the help of others, and Zhang’s 
research is no exception; she works in 
a lab at Dartmouth College alongside 
Lawrenceville alumna Amogha Ta-
dimety ’10 to complete her research.

Zhang’s project uses sensitive gold 
nanoparticles to detect small traces of 
tumor DNA in a patient’s blood draw. 
She creatively thought to use gold be-
cause of a unique chemical property: 

Mac Dilatush ’21

gold has a strong cloud of electrons 
on its surface. This cloud creates more 
light refractions than any other ma-
terial. She manipulates the geomet-
ric surface of the gold, adjusting the 
angle of the surface to find the best 
light refraction for detecting cancer.

Unlike a CT scan, which can only 
detect cancer once the tumor reaches 
a visible size, Zhang’s method detects 
cancer in its earliest stages. Noting her 
technology’s cost effective, minimally-
invasive nature, Zhang said, “I want 
this project to reach people of all so-
cioeconomic classes and people with-
out healthcare insurance in order to 
create a healthier population overall.”  

While Zhang has spent the past 
few years advancing cancer-screening 
methods, she believes that her re-
search will always be a work in prog-
ress. To continue making strides in 
her research, she commits many hours 
to lab work. “Working in a lab is defi-
nitely a lot of early mornings,” Zhang 
said. “My computer now lags from the 
hundreds of data spreadsheets I have.” 

Given the intricate nature of Zhang’s 
research, challenges are inevitable, but 
she overcomes these hurdles by focusing 
on what matters most: “sticking to plan, 
staying positive, and reminding [her-
self ] of the end goal: helping people.” 

But what does scientific research 
look like in action? Zhang’s typical 
day in the lab begins with “hands-on 
lab work, which primarily involves 
synthesizing gold particles,” followed 
by a series of tests. Then, Zhang ei-
ther grabs lunch with her research 
collaborators or inspects nanopar-

The Valentine’s Day Gift Guide You (Desperately) Need 

I got slippers for Christmas. I was 
thrilled—slippers…Yes! They are a 
perfect gift for this whole quarantine 
business. They keep my feet protected 
during the strenuous virtual fitness 
workouts and warm through the ig-
nominy of mathematics. They’re also 
a very efficient gift; I never go outside, 
so they fulfill all of my footwear needs. 
In a normal year, though, I probably 
wouldn’t be very happy to receive slip-
pers. I mean, y’know, they’re slippers. 
Hardly exciting. But this isn’t a normal 
year. It’s a weird year. So weird that 
when I took my slippers off for bed last 
night, I caught myself thinking, Shoot, if 
only I had a fuzzy pair of socks. Socks! 
I wanted socks, the gift that univer-
sally indicates, Sorry, I forgot to get you 
something earlier and this was what was 

left, while eliciting a little shrug and that 
half-hearted chuckle usually reserved 
for getting chapstick in your stocking. 

2020 has changed gift-giving, at least 
temporarily. Luxury? Outre. Comfort is 
in. The bathrobe has replaced the tux-
edo. No one wants to wear heels around 
his or her house. The implications for 
February 14, Valentine’s Day, are huge. 
Many are hunting for an item to offer 
their significant other, crush, or Random 
Neighbor who has Suddenly Become 
The Only Person They Talk To. It’s a 
tough ask in any year, but it’s especially 
difficult now amidst the changing land-
scape of holiday shopping. Luckily, two 
weeks before the date, I’m here to help 
you navigate the new trends in giving. 

My first recommendation: crew-
necks. They provide a good mixture 
of fashion and comfort while remain-
ing more socially acceptable than, say, 

hoodies. Crucially, they are also worn 
on top. The advent of Zoom and school-
from-home means that tops are pref-
erable—avoid sweatpants. Sweatpants 
are the new socks. Everyone already 
has a pair of sweatpants, and sweat-
pants are redundant in the screen-age. 
Anyway, crewnecks are a solid gift 
for just about anyone—low on wow-
factor but also unlikely to be returned. 

Second, check out fitness appli-
ances for home. Candy-colored dumb-
bells—cute!—are fine and popular, and 
those stretchy rubber band things Tom 
Brady sells are OK, too, but I’m partial 
to the yoga mat. If you’ve performed 
any of those horrible “Six Minute Ab” 
exercises on YouTube, you know that 
the floor and the tailbone are not ex-
actly on good terms, and the exercises 
often result in hip and lower back pain. 
The yoga mat can remedy those issues 

Zhang’s research presentation: “Design of Gold Nanorod Based Nanosensors for Circulating Tumor. DNA Screening.” Courtesy of Lauren Zhang ’22

someone a pair of socks and call it a 
day. No, if you’re going to give socks, 
you’ve got to do it right. Give a sock 
subscription, or at least a very nice pair 
of socks. Personally, I would go with 
the subscription, and I would sub-
scribe to Southern Scholar’s monthly 
sock program. They make excellent, 
custom-dyed socks with 200-needle-
count knitting construction. They’re a 
tad pricey at $13.75 per pair, but the 
company allows a “100 percent satis-
faction guarantee” and will refund or 
replace socks as needed. And really, 
the socks are worth it. I promise. Socks 
are in; they won’t trigger that same old 
shrug and feigned excitement. Maybe. 

One more thing: Valentine’s Day 
will be different this year, but the holi-
days still matter. Make sure to keep 
your family close, and your neigh-
bors closer. And if you don’t like 
your neighbors, give them candles. 
Everything has a purpose. Anyway, 
good luck with the holiday shopping!

by offering a softer surface to lie on. 
Quick warning: exercise equipment 
can be a great fit for anyone stuck 
without a gym, but it’s definitely a 
stronger option for neighborly gift-
giving; you don’t want to send your 
partner the, uh, wrong message.

Next, how about candles? Actually, 
I’m kidding. I don’t care what hap-
pens to the world. Candles will always 
be the last minute shopper’s sad, sad 
friend. Please never give anyone can-
dles. Ditto Valentine’s Day chocolates. 
Admittedly, some people like them, 
but…they’re just so cliche. Like, re-
ally? Chocolates? Boring. The same 
can’t be said for socks, though. I know:  
in a normal year, socks warrant a slap 
on the face. Socks are a ‘don’t talk to 
me for a week’ gift. A one way ticket to 
sleeping on the couch. But, again, times 
are changing—it’s now encouraged for 
me to spend the entirety of class on my 
computer—and socks are a viable gift. 

That doesn’t mean you can just give 

EMMy apfEl ’22 &
MEgan KuMar ’24

ticles under a microscope to see how 
they’re refracting.  “Later on in the 
day,” she said, “I’ll work on data pro-
cessing [and] preparing what I’ve col-
lected in the morning for publication.” 

For Zhang, data collection is all 
about piecing together a puzzle: “Ev-
ery day [I] collect a piece of data, ana-
lyze it, and [it becomes] a little part 
of a final outcome.” Every seeming-
ly-small data point collected during 
refractive index testing—testing to 
see the light refraction caused by the 
gold—brings Zhang one step closer 
in her understanding of tumor DNA. 

Zhang’s impressive work in the field 
of biomedical engineering has certainly 
paid off. She was recently selected to be 
the youngest speaker at the TechCon-
nect World Innovation Conference, 
taking place in Austin, Texas this June. 
Not only was Zhang’s work accepted 
among international medical profes-
sionals and researchers, but also a panel 
of judges selected her to present her 
findings live. Reflecting on the moment 
she heard the news, Zhang said, “It’s 
really exciting, but in a sense, intimidat-
ing, since there are scientists [at the con-
ference] who are experienced medical 
professionals.” Nonetheless, she looks 
forward to meeting innovators from 
diverse backgrounds who share similar 
interests in the field of biotechnology. 

In addition to her work on cancer 

detection outside of school, Zhang 
dedicates time to the Hutchins Schol-
ars program. Through an internship 
with the Seung Kim Lab at Stan-
ford University, Zhang and her fel-
low Hutchins Scholars will conduct 
advanced molecular biology research 
and present their findings to the Law-
renceville community in the Fall Term. 
Currently, Zhang’s research involves 
genome editing on Drosophila mela-
nogaster, fruit flies, providing useful 
insight on the genetic processes driv-
ing pancreatic cancer and diabetes. 

Despite the program’s cancellation 
last summer due to the pandemic, 
Zhang and Science Teacher Eliza-
beth Fox met weekly while on cam-
pus last fall, studying the processes 
of gel electrophoresis and genome 
analysis. Fox’s expertise in molecular 
biology, statistical analysis, and mi-
croarray analysis inspired Zhang’s in-

terest in the program: “Even before I 
was selected as a Hutchins Scholar, I 
was really interested in [Fox’s] work 
at Stanford, and I applied to the pro-
gram in hopes of working with her.”

From the classroom to the lab, 
Zhang’s deep dive into scientific re-
search has taught her important 
skills—perseverance, commitment, and 
creativity—which have “shaped [her] 
into the person [she is] today.” On the 
applications of her research, Zhang 
noted that her technology not only 
works on various types of cancer, but 
also can help treat infectious and ge-
netic diseases. Through blood draw, her 
technology can even target Covid-19 in 
a cost-efficient and timely manner. “I 
think [my work stands out] because of 
how relevant it is to many of the issues 
we face in society today,” she said. “I 
want to expand it to make a real impact 
on the health of our global population.” 

Find out what v-day gift is worthy, and more importantly, what isn’t

Lauren Zhang  ’22. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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Orchestra Continues During the Virtual Winter 
Jasmine Zhang ’23

Kate Feiner ’22

Last Thursday, January 21, af-
ter weeks of reading her poems 
and short stories, the Lawrencev-
ille community finally welcomed 
visiting poet and essayist Aimee 
Nezhukumatathil, who is this 
year’s Wilder Writer in Residence. 
Although her visit looked a little 
different than usual, my English 
teacher Ms. Ray noted that the 
department hoped to “translate the 
normal Heely Room experience 
to the Zoom classroom” through 
interactive classes and webinars. 
Ms. Nezhukumatathil’s visit was 
an exciting event not only for those 
within the department, who have 
been teaching her work for years, 
but also for us III and IV Form stu-
dents who have been studying and 
working to emulate her writing.

Each year, IV Formers spend one 
term in English practicing the dif-
ficult skill of personal essay writing. 
In preparation for Ms. Nezhuku-
matathil’s visit last week, my Eng-
lish class had been reading short 
stories from her most recent book, 
World of Wonders: In Praise of Fire-
flies, Whale Sharks, and Other Aston-
ishments. The book is a collection of 
primarily personal essays in which 
Ms. Nezhukumatathil uses ani-
mals, insects, and natural phenom-
ena as “portals” into her personal 
life. From working on my most re-
cent English assignment, my own 
600 word “portal” essay, I can attest 
to the difficulty of making connec-
tions between an animal to one’s 
identity. When asked how she, 
herself, brainstorms these intrigu-
ing ideas, Ms. Nezhukumatathil 

admitted that she was helped by 
her self-proclaimed nerdiness and 
love of nature. “You should be able 
to say what your favorite cephalo-
pod is,” she jokingly told us before 
reading an essay about her personal 
favorite, the vampire squid. 

My favorite of Ms. Nezhuku-
matathil’s essays is “Red-Spotted 
Newt,” in which she compares her 
own journey in finding a home 

to that of the red-spotted newt. 
Throughout the essay, she switches 
between an objective description of 
the newt’s life cycle and impressive 
homing capabilities and a personal 
story about her lifetime of moving 
that concluded when she finally 
settled in Mississippi. The personal 
connections Ms. Nezhukumatathil 
makes to the individual creatures 
she discusses in each of her essays 

Reflecting on Aimee Nezhukumatathil’s Visit

not only express her identity but 
also help inspire her audience to 
engage in natural conservation. 

During an interview with Direc-
tor of Sustainability Dr. Laubach 
in the nighttime webinar, Ms. 
Nezhukumatathil reiterated the 
importance of the environmental 
message her book delivers: “When 
you get to know about the plants 
and animals that are just right out-
side where you live, you have less 
of an appetite for destruction.” 
She hopes that by sharing her own 
awe about the natural world, she 
will make it harder for others to 
destroy it. Ms. Nezhukumatathil 
also structured her book in a very 
thoughtful way to emphasize the 
importance of environmental pro-
tection. She begins her book with 
essays that make personal and 
emotional connections to the natu-
ral world in order to hook the read-
er so that by the time she shifts her 
lens to explicitly address climate 

Nezhukumatathil on Zoom.

After a term of outdoor 
rehearsals, plexi-glass dividers, and 
presenter microphones, the Music 
Department has taken yet another 
creative approach to ensemble 
rehearsals during the online Winter 
Term. The department has been 
experimenting with various ways 
to practice as a group from remote 
learning locations at home. Playing 
together directly on Zoom has 
thus far been unsuccessful due to 
a constant lag in sound. Orchestra 
rehearsal requires the audio to be 
perfectly in-time, and although 
lagging on Zoom is, according 
to Chair of Performing Arts 
Keith Roeckle, “measured in 
milliseconds,” the slight delay still 
greatly impacts musicians.

Most recently, the orchestra has 
been using a new piece of technology 
called JackTrip, a system for high-
quality audio network performance 
over the internet. While JackTrips 
only transmit audio, in doing so, 
the program minimizes the lag 
time to make real-time rehearsal 
a possibility. 

“It’s a transmission and a receiving 
audio device. All the audio is 
collected and sent to a central server, 
in northern Virginia, and then it gets 
put into one audio channel before 
being sent back to everybody so that 
everyone hears the final mix in real-

time,” Roeckle said. The orchestra 
uses JackTrips simultaneously with 
Zoom.

During their first rehearsal, a total 
of 18 people were able to participate 
and successfully play in sync with 
one another. Other students, those 
who did not receive JackTrips, 
followed along on Zoom and played 
on their own, but a second order of 
Jacktrips has been placed to allow 
more students to join in without 
a problem. Though the system has 

been a success for many, rehearsal 
is still a challenge for international 
students and those living further 
away from campus, as the audio 
transmission is restricted to a 350 to 
400-mile radius. However, Roeckle 
plans to continue implementing 
this system during the Spring Term 
when students return to campus, 
particularly during the two-week 
quarantine period before hybrid 
classes begin. During this time, 
those who previously didn’t have 

access to JackTrips will have access 
to the program. 

Reflecting on her experience 
with the  JackTrip,  violist Kate 
Dillard  ’22 said,  “Despite a few 
little connection problems and some 
microphone issues, it went much 
better than expected. The latency, 
or the lag, is not really a problem 
at all. With JackTrip,  it went very 
smoothly and we were able to play 
through quite a bit of songs.”

Orchestra members are incredibly 

hopeful about the continuation 
of rehearsals, as Ashley Lee ’23, a 
cellist, commented: “I am looking 
forward to seeing everything 
continue to come together this 
term in Orchestra!”

With rehearsals taking place  
every Tuesday evening, Roeckle 
hopes to continue to experiment 
with some unique features of 
JackTrip to improve the experiences 
of Lawrentians in the orchestra. 

“There’s a mixing function deep in 
the server that I have not played with,” 
he said. “Right now I just set everyone 
at a generic volume, but something 
I want to look into is this function 
that makes some instruments sound 
louder in the tape than others.”  These 
specialized functions will allow the 
conductor to manually alter and 
enhance the sound produced.

Roeckle also anticipates hosting 
an open Zoom meeting in the 
future for students to observe the 
orchestra rehearsals once everyone 
is “fluent and comfortable with the 
technology.” 

“To be able to play on the exact 
beat of a song or know that I am in 
harmony with a player hundreds of 
miles away has made the experience 
an extremely positive one,” flute 
player Layla Shaffer ’22 reflected. 
“It has definitely transformed online 
musical learning given that we can 
still continue our work even when 
we are all remote.”

The orchestra rehearsed on Zoom with Jacktrip. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

change in her later essays, the audi-
ence will feel inclined to empathize 
with her message. Ms. Ray’s favor-
ite part of the visit was listening to 
Ms. Nezhukumatathil’s discussion 
of her book’s purposeful structure: 
“It was interesting to think about 
how the placement of those essays 
about climate change was very in-
tentional and how she was clearly 
thinking about how to win over 
a reader to care about the natural 
world.”

In the end, Ms. Nezhuku-
matathil certainly succeeds in im-
pressing upon me the importance 
of making a change. Her vulner-
ability as she shares intimate de-
tails regarding her identity, as well 
as the beautiful language she uses, 
shows us her immense skill as an 
essayist and allows us to feel closer 
to nature. Even more powerful 
than this development of intimacy 
is her ability to intertwine personal 
stories with messages of environ-
mental protection. Her simple yet 
intentional language has become 
a powerful tool of eliciting social 
change. Her passion for both writ-
ing and nature shines through as 
she works doggedly to connect 
with her readers. As she asserts 
in the ultimate paragraph of her 
book, the magnificence of any 
animal could be “the spark that 
reminds us to make a most neces-
sary turn—a shift and a swing and 
a switch—toward cherishing this 
magnificent and wondrous planet.” 
World of Wonders is definitely a 
leading literary force in combining 
creative writing with natural con-
servation, and it clearly aims not 
only to express but also to inspire. 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Nezhukumatathil’s book.
Courtesy of Milkweed
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The New York Knicks’ Mini-Renaissance
Andrew Lee ’22
SportS ASSociAte

Last year was a tough one for 
New York Knicks fans. Amidst 
the trauma that was David Fiz-
dale, Julius Randle, and Steve 
Mills, I found myself frequently 
looking back on my decision to 
become a Knicks fan as a coping 
mechanism. It was 2016—the 
Knicks had just acquired Derrick 
Rose and as a gullible middle-
schooler I thought: “This can’t be 
too bad.” That one innocent deci-
sion has haunted me over the past 
half-decade. Moments of genuine 
joy, such as Porzingis’ 40 point 
and six block game, the four over-
time game in Atlanta, or Marcus 
Morris Sr. hitting a game-winner 
in Kristaps Porzingis’ return to 
Madison Square Garden (MSG) 
have been sullied by Ron Baker’s 
uninspiring performances starting 
at guard, Porzingis’s demoralizing 
exit from the Mecca, the deplor-
able treatment of Spike Lee at 
MSG, and Julius Randle being 
our “star” 2019 offseason pickup. 
Over the past decade, Knicks fans 
have remained loyal, clinging on 
to hope alone, but each letdown 
has whittled away at the remain-
ing faith of Knicks-nation, espe-
cially after missing out on moves 
for Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving 
to cross-city rivals in the Brooklyn 
Nets. 

Luckily, Gotham has been treat-
ed to a quality team this year. Of 
course, it’s too early to say “the P 
word” (playoffs), but as a whole, 
the Knicks have been mediocre 
this year, which is an A in my 
book. And during their highs, the 

Knicks have been flat-out good—
that’s an A plus! The Knicks are 
no pushover, and if you’ve been 
paying attention, there has been 
a noticeable difference in attitude 
since last year’s hiring of Leon 
Rose, the Knicks President of Bas-
ketball Operations.

If you want to build a culture 
of winning, you need winners. As 
frustrating as Knicks Governor 
James Dolan is, he deserves credit 
for hiring Rose; Rose has earned 
a reputation among National Bas-
ketball Association (NBA) circles 
as a high pedigree agent, having 
managed countless NBA stars 
such as Lebron James, Chris Paul, 
and Allen Iverson. Rose, on behalf 
of James, negotiated “the decision” 
with the Miami Heat, one of the 
most infamous free agency deci-
sions in league history. As Knicks 
President, Rose has continued his 
winning ways by placing other 
winners in key roles: Namely, Tom 
Thibodeau as Head Coach. 

Thibodeau won Coach of the 
Year in 2011 with the Chicago 
Bulls by implementing an identity 

of smart defense. He has copy-
and-pasted his gameplan on the 
Knicks by instructing his team 
to concede the right shots, only 
switch when necessary, and utilize 
smart rotations. They prioritize 
paint protection and get plenty 
of it with a disciplined Mitch-
ell Robinson and Nerlens Noel. 
While their defense is anchored 
by a sagging big man, the other 
four players use rotations to buy 
time for on-ball defense, leading 
their opponents to jack up de-
ceptively open three-point shots. 
As of January 24, the defensive 
system has kept their opponents 
to a league best 102.8 points per 
game and 31 percent three-point 
shooting.

Despite their competent de-
fense, Thibodeau’s Knicks have 
scored the league’s lowest points 
per game at 101.3. But with 
Thibodeau, the Knicks offense for 
once runs through an organized, 
logical system, and it starts with 
their best player. Last year, under 
coach David Fizdale, Julius Ran-
dle caught the “power-forward 

KyLe pArK '23
SportS ASSociAte

Chess remains almost entirely 
unchanged, played as it was a century 
ago. Players lay their pieces out with 
the soft thump of baize on wood, jot 
their moves on paper, and tap the 
clock forcefully or gently, depending 
on the mood they wish to convey. 
Yet the game has changed in at 
least one respect: the rise of child 
prodigies. With more younger players 
competing than ever before, chess has 
become a sport for all ages. Magnus 
Carlsen, current World Chess 
Champion, World Rapid Chess 
Champion, and World Blitz Chess 
Champion, earned his Grandmaster 
(GM) norm––the highest rank a 
chess player can achieve––at just 
the age of 13. Out of the 1500 
grandmasters, the four-time World 
Champion’s performance both on 
and off the board deserve the most 
recognition. 

The Norwegian’s journey began 
with his 2004 Group C victory at 
the annual Corus Chess Tournament, 
also referred to as the Tata Steel 
Tournament. Following the win, 
Carlsen was automatically promoted 
to Corus Group B the following 
year. Unfazed by the transition, the 
Norwegian shared first place with 
GM Alexander Motylev, qualifying 
him to play in the Corus Group A in 
2007. The chess prodigy continued to 
fill his trophy cabinet as a 15-year-

old by winning the Glitnir Blitz 
Tournament and coming second in 
the prestigious Biel Grandmaster 
Tournament, where he beat the 
tournament winner GM Alexander 
Morozevich twice in previous rounds. 

Nonetheless, when Carlsen played 
in the top group of the Corus 
tournament for the first time at 16 
years old in 2007, he finished in 
last place with nine draws and four 
losses, tallying a mere 4.5 points. 
Up until this point, Carlsen had an 
aggressive playing style: one that 
was characterized by “a fearless 
readiness to offer material for activity,” 
according to Norwegian GM Simen 
Agdestein. In any scenario, Carlsen 
unhesitantly gave up pieces if it meant 
more action on the board. While he 
found success as a youth with his risky 
style, such methods were not suited 
against the elites of the chess world. 
Carlsen often relied on the Evans 
Gambit, an opening well-known for 
its fast-paced yet unpredictable nature 
to avoid boring matchups. He was also 
heavily reliant on the Smith-Morra 
Gambit, where a player deliberately 
sacrifices a pawn at the start to quickly 
develop attacking chances. 

As Carlsen struggled to find success 
at the highest level, he strived to 
become a more versatile player. Aware 
of his weak and repetitive openings, 
Carlsen mastered several other styles, 
most notably, the Sicilian Defense. 
With a repertoire that places an 
extra pawn in the center, the opening 

revolutionized Carlsen’s playing 
style; his main forte was now the 
middlegame and endgame, in which 
he attempts to outplay his opponents 
with positional means. Shortly after 
the adjustments, Carlsen saw his 
efforts pay off. In the 2008 Corus 
Group A, a year after his attempt at 
the top group, Carlsen finished in first 
place with GM Levon Aronian and 
achieved a personal best of 2830 career 
points. This was just the beginning of 
success at the highest level. 

Fast forward to 2014, and 
Carlsen has already won multiple 
renowned tournaments, including the 
London Chess Classic, the Linares 
International Chess Tournament, and 
two World Chess Championships. 
Yet, his universal playing style isn’t 
the only factor that contributes to his 
global success. While chess players 
are subject to a constant torrent of 
mental stress, Carlsen’s composure 

spin cycle” syndrome in which he’d 
spin-move, sometimes even three 
times in one play, and turn the 
ball over as he ran into a double 
team—it was worse than Toronto 
Raptors forward Pascal Siakam’s 
infamous habit. This year, however, 
Randle has been a willing passer 
out of his post possessions, an ini-
tiator of system offense with drib-
ble handoffs, and a bucket-getter 
with an efficient face-up game. 
Randle’s buy-in to the system has 
rewarded him with what could be 
his first All-Star season. RJ Barrett 
has also bought in. The sophomore 
player has started to accept the key 
matchup on defense every game 
and has found his offensive iden-
tity. It’s clear he’s not a perimeter 
shooter, but with his speed and 
strength at 6’8”, there aren’t many 
defenders that can stop him when 
he drives to the basket. With an 
improved free-throw percentage 
to add to his paint attacks, he’s 
become a mainstay in Thibodeau’s 
starting five.

The Knicks’ achilles heel is 
clearly shooting. A majority of the 

Magnus Carlsen: Chess’s Modern Day Mozart

Courtesy of Fansided.com

team presents no shooting threat. 
The Knicks have long struggled to 
find proficient point guards, this 
year’s Elfrid Payton included. He’s 
been able to survive in the NBA 
off his play-making and finesse 
in the paint, but he won’t survive 
much longer without adapting to 
the three-point era—it’s quite lit-
erally painful to see him shoot a 
three. Barrett and Reggie Bullock, 
on the other hand, are hot-and-
cold shooters despite the latter 
having built an identity on making 
catch-and-shoot threes.

We all know what a good cul-
ture can do for a basketball fran-
chise. It’s how the San Antonio 
Spurs have stayed relevant for the 
last 20 years, how the Heat made 
the Finals last year, and how the 
2018 Brooklyn Nets attracted 
Kyrie Irving and Kevin Durant—
Theo Pinson, who was a profes-
sional “bench cheerleader” on the 
2018 Nets, may have been signed 
for just that reason. It’s clear Leon 
Rose wants to build a culture of 
winning and that Thibeodeau 
wants to build a team on defense. 
Knicks fans are always hopeful—
it’s what sustained our irrational 
patience through consecutive los-
ing seasons—so this may seem 
like another false “Knicks are 
back” campaign. 

But whatever happens in the 
win-loss column is quite frankly 
second to the culture of the team. 

Of course, culture is easy to 
build when you win, but when you 
have competent leadership like 
Rose and Thibodeau steering New 
York basketball, culture will be not 
a side-product, but a catalyst, for 
winning. 

and the absence of soul-searching 
after mistakes put him one step 
ahead of his opponents. During his 
first World Chess Championship 
Final against defending champion 
GM Viswanathan Anand, challenger 
Carlsen was the less experienced 
p layer ; ye t , h i s  unmatched 
concentration allowed him to take 
advantage of minor mistakes from his 
opponent in Games 6 and 9, emerging 
victorious overall. Moreover, heart 
monitors during games prove why 
Carlsen remains the best of the bunch. 
For example, during Game 3 of the 
Chess 960 World Championship 
Finals against five-time United 
States Champion Hikaru Nakamura, 
Nakamura had a heart rate of around 
130 beats per minute (bpm) while 
Carlsen was at around 70 bpm in the 
final moments––his ability to perform 
under pressure is truly second to none.

Yet, while Carlsen is recognized for 

his talent, his efforts outside of the 
game often go unnoticed. With the 
Covid-19 pandemic canceling major 
chess tournaments, he launched The 
Carlsen Tour, a $1.5 million series 
of 10 online tournaments, providing 
hours of entertainment for fans 
worldwide. The first event of the 
tour reportedly amassed more than 
115,000 viewers. In a time when 
sports have stalled, the outbreak has 
provided Carlsen with the perfect 
opportunity to put into practice 
his vision of promoting chess to a 
greater audience. Moreover, like many 
professionals in the chess community, 
Carlsen has recently joined Twitch, 
a live streaming service, to interact 
with his fans and regularly stream 
chess games. Since the pandemic, 
viewership of live chess games has 
skyrocketed. On Twitch, people 
watched approximately 41 million 
hours of chess from March to August 
2020, four times the total hours 
compared to the previous six months. 
When asked about the reasoning 
behind his efforts, Carlsen simply 
stated, “We’re trying to grow chess” 
and give the fans “something to look 
forward to.” In concert with Carlsen’s 
Twitch efforts, chess is certainly 
having a moment in the limelight, 
additionally boosted by the popularity 
of The Queen’s Gambit on Netflix. 
With a miniseries booming on Netflix 
and a star like Carlsen introducing 
millions of young people to the game, 
chess’s future looks bright.

Julius Randle (left) and RJ Barrett (right), the focal points of the Knicks’ offense.

Courtesy of ft.comCarlsen concentrates during a match.
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What is so great 
about The Lawrence?

They generally have plastic forks 
to spare Jupiter Huang Mac b/c i make him write for me Jack Hallinan likes to be 

called Jerry It's not TFA

Favorite hour of the 
week?

Oddly, the crack of dawn after the 
occasional ill-advised Thursday 

all-nighter
3:15AM virtual fencing

Prob tues night when mac acc 
submits his articles after some 

~gentle~ coercion

Something about 1 AM Sunday 
Morning feels so right. Then 
at 2, I open haiku and reality 

invades

Quarantine has left me with no 
concept of time

Who do you aspire 
to be? Lisa Simpson Jupiter Zhu Mac Smitty Myself, there's no one better

MLB Offseason: Newly Improved Teams
Ryan Visich ’22

It has been just over three months since 
the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the 
Tampa Bay Rays to capture the 2020 World 
Series title. Since then, there have been im-
portant trades and great free agent talents 
signing for new teams. Here are the teams 
that have been particularly busy this offsea-
son: 

New York Mets
The Mets acquired All-Star shortstop 

(SS) Francisco Lindor and starting pitcher 
(SP) Carlos Carrasco on January 7 in a 
trade with the Cleveland Indians. Lindor 
is undoubtedly a premier player in baseball, 
and his landing in New York gives them a 
superstar as the captain of the infield. Lin-
dor will provide much more power and elite 
defense for the Mets at the shortstop posi-
tion, both of which were previously lacking 
at the position The Mets also brought in 
catcher James McCann to replace Wilson 
Ramos, who signed with the Detroit Ti-
gers in free agency. McCann is an upgrade 
over Ramos offensively, and McCann is also 
three years younger, so the Mets’ catching 
improves with this signing. To help with 
starting pitching, the Mets brought in for-
mer San Diego Padres starter Joey Lucchesi. 
The Mets have also retained starting pitchers 
Noah Syndergaard and Marcus Stroman for 

free agents this offseason in outfielder (OF) 
George Springer and infielder (INF) Mar-
cus Semien. While Semien played shortstop 
for the Oakland A’s during his time there, 
the Blue Jays will likely move him to sec-
ond base, and Bo Bichette will remain the 
starting shortstop for Toronto. Semien, who 
was third in American League (AL) Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) voting in 2019, will 
join Bichette in what should become one of 
the best two-way middle-infield tandems 
in baseball next year. The Blue Jays have 
Springer under contract for six years and 
Semien under contract for one. Springer 
will bring much more power at centerfield 
than Randal Grichuk, who played in center-
field for Toronto last year. Semien, Springer, 
and Bichette will join rising stars Vladimir 
Guerrero Jr. and Cavan Biggio on one of the 

most talented rosters in baseball next year. 
Along with the additions of Springer and 
Semien, the Blue Jays signed closer Kirby 
Yates in free agency, bolstering Toronto’s 
endgame pitching for the upcoming season. 
In just a few years, this team has become of-
fensively loaded, and these signings would 
provide the Jays with an upgrade defensively. 
The New York Yankees, when healthy, have 
one of the most powerful lineups in baseball, 
and the Tampa Bay Rays will be defending 
their AL title this year, but Toronto may be 
able to compete with these two teams with 
this improved lineup. 

2021 Prediction: 3rd in AL East behind 
the Yankees and Tampa, 5th seed wild card

San Diego Padres
The last team to have made some signifi-

cant offseason moves is the San Diego Pa-

another year, maintaining depth and quality 
in their rotation. With a five man rotation 
of 2018 and 2019 National League (NL) 
Cy Young winner Jacob Degrom in addi-
tion to the likes of Stroman, Syndergaard, 
Lucchesi, and Carrasco, the Mets may now 
have a better rotation than when players 
like Matt Harvey and Zack Wheeler were 
pitching for the Mets several years ago, both 
of whom they had lost in free agency. After 
adding Lindor and McCann, who will join 
an infield with rising stars Pete Alonso and 
Jeff McNeil, 26 and 28 years old respectively, 
the Mets become a team to look out for in 
the NL East. 

2021 Prediction: 2nd in NL East behind 
the Atlanta Braves

Toronto Blue Jays
Toronto has acquired two elite positional 

dres. The Padres already had an electric left 
side of the infield with sluggers Fernando 
Tatis Jr. at shortstop and Manny Machado 
at third base. The Padres’ pitching was not 
great last season, but they have added two 
exceptional starters in this offseason. First, 
they traded for 2018 AL Cy Young winner 
Blake Snell while sending four players to 
Tampa. Then, the following day, they sent 
four prospects and starter Zach Davies to 
the Chicago Cubs for 2020 NL Cy Young 
runner-up Yu Darvish. In a final deal to bol-
ster their pitching, the Padres traded away 
their starter Joey Lucchesi and more pros-
pects in a three-team deal to acquire Pirates 
relief pitcher (RP) Joe Musgrove. The acqui-
sitions of Snell and Darvish more than cer-
tainly make up for the loss of Lucchesi and 
Davies, but the Padres gave up a lot of their 
youth to put together this improved pitch-
ing staff. However, with Machado under 
contract for another eight years and Tatis Jr. 
possibly reaching an extension soon, the Pa-
dres have the talent to be contenders in the 
NL for the next three years until Snell and 
Darvish become free agents. The Padres have 
to share a division with the former cham-
pion Dodgers, but this team is now good 
enough to seriously contend with them.

2021 Prediction: 2nd in NL West behind 
the Dodgers, but still a serious threat in the 
NL playoffs.  

Courtesy of usatoday.com

TFA Picks

2021 Australian Open Preview: The Contenders
Tiffany yeung ’22

news associaTe

For many of us, the new year symbolizes a 
clean slate. For tennis fans, it also marks the 
beginning of an action-packed tournament 
season, and it starts off with a bang: the 
Australian Open, the first Grand Slam of the 
year. The main draw matches are scheduled 
February 8 to February 21, giving the players 
enough time for a 14-day quarantine while 
the qualifying rounds take place. As for 
spectators, the three main stadiums—Rod 
Laver Arena, Margaret Court Arena and 
John Cain Arena—will host fans at 25 
percent capacity. 

So far one player arriving on a flight to 
Melbourne has already tested positive for 
Covid-19. The 72 main draw players who 
traveled on those flights are under a strict 
two-week quarantine and unable to leave 
their hotel rooms. Bianca Andreescu, one 
of the players in lockdown, has resorted to 
hitting against the window in her hotel. As 
for the other players, they each have scheduled 
practice times, supervised by a marshal who 
monitors players’ movements and a cleaning 
crew who diligently ensures that practice 
facilities are sterile for each player. Moving 
players in and out of practice while following 
Covid-19-safe guidelines can take up to 16 
hours a day.

While the tournament is playing through 
the pandemic, there are still a few top players 
not competing. After two knee surgeries in 
2020, fans were looking forward to Roger 
Federer’s return to 
the tour in 2021, 
however, to the 
disappointment of 
many, Federer will 
not be competing 
at the Australian 
Open this year. 
Had he been fit to 
play, he would have 
been a favorite to 
win. Andy Murray 
tested positive for 
Covid-19 last week 
and withdrew from the tournament after 
failing to negotiate a “workable quarantine” 
with the tournament officials. He would have 
needed to test negative before boarding a 
flight to Melbourne, then complete a 14-day 
quarantine in Australia, which would have 
conflicted with the start date of the main 
draw. Other big-name players not playing 
this year include Americans John Isner and 
Madison Keys, Juan Martin Del Potro, and 
number 10 overall Kiki Bertens. 

With Federer not competing this year, 
Serbia’s Novak Djokovic is a favorite to 
clinch the title once again. Djokovic, who is 
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the first seed in the men’s draw and currently 
number one in the ATP rankings, won the 
Australian Open in both 2018 and 2019, 
further cementing his status as men’s tennis’ 

premier hard court player. Although Rafael 
Nadal is better known for his dominant 
clay-court record, Nadal is still a contender, 
especially with Federer out of the tournament. 
One can’t overlook Austria’s Dominic Thiem, 
though, the second seed in the men’s draw, 
who beat Djokovic in a grueling three-set 
match at the 2020 ATP Nitto Tour Finals. 
Thiem is the reigning champion of the U.S. 
Open, further proving his aptitude on the 
hard surface. Another player to watch out for 
is Daniil Medvedev, who is the fourth seed 
after Djokovic, Thiem, and Nadal. His game 
is unconventional, though that can often be 

Williams, a record seven-time Australian 
Open champion, will return to Melbourne in 
hopes of winning a record 24th Grand Slam 
title. She seems likely to eventually win that 
24th trophy, given she has had an incredible 
record at Grand Slams in the past few years, 
making it to four finals. This may be the 
tournament where Williams pushes one step 
further and wins the Slam, considering she 
still manages to impose herself on matches 
with her dominant groundstrokes. Two-time 
champion Victoria Azarenka deserves a 
mention after her impressive run at the 2020 
U.S. Open, where she lost to Osaka in the 
finals, while 2020 French Open champion 
Iga Swiatek is one to look out for as a dark 
horse. At only 19-years-old, her crafty game 
could take her to the title as it did in Paris.

While players gear up to showcase their 
best games, it is possible that the tournament’s 
conditions, namely the virus, could cause 
damage to the tournament’s flow as players’ 
quarantines end and fans (partially) fill the 
stands. It is growing tougher each year to 
predict who might win with the younger 
generation of players in both the mens and 
womens’ game players quickly rising to the 
top, replacing the older contenders like 
Nadal, Williams, and Federer. However the 
tournament ends, fans globally will be thrilled 
to watch the best tennis players in the world 
compete again in the 2021 season.

an effective weapon, on full display at the 
ATP Nitto Tour Finals, where Medvedev 
beat Nadal, Djokovic, and Thiem to win the 
tournament. The Russian has momentum 

going into Melbourne, 
and if he can keep it up, 
Medvedev might emerge 
as the 2021 Australian 
Open champion, but being 
the lowest of the top seeds, 
he will have the most 
difficult path to the latter 
stages. 

On the women’s side, 
Naomi Osaka, the third 
seed, presents a strong 
case to win in Melbourne. 
She has been dominant on 

hard courts, winning three hard court Grand 
Slams in a row since winning the 2018 U.S. 
Open, after which she also captured the 
following Australian Open in 2019. Her 
powerful baseline play and strong serves 
will always give her a chance, especially as 
she’s become more consistent, cutting down 
on unforced errors. While Osaka is a fan 
favorite, Ash Barty is currently number one 
in the world and the tournament’s first seed. 
Barty, who is from Australia, will have the 
advantage of playing in front of her home 
crowd, potentially motivating her to perform 
better even with reduced crowd sizes. Serena 


